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EIGHTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRYPTOGRAMS
ek ek
(FIRST YEAR DIDN'T COUNT)

So here's how it works. Each of the numbered messages below has been encoded from some
original text by replacing one letter consistently by another throughout the message. Thus, for
example, GLOOMY TIME could turn into CHEERS WORK, with G becoming C, L becoming
H, etc. Different messages have different encodings. Your job is to discover the original
messages. Sometimes a word in the encoded message gives a hint about the true message. Long
messages are often easier to decode than short ones, because there are likely to be common
words in them, such as “the,” “and,” “that,” etc. The messages are not necessarily listed in order
of increasing difficulty. The first few messages have a Christmas theme; they get more secular
later. Good luck, and have fun.

Answers are available from wright@uoregon.edu.

1. OH VGLM AWED HIM LOTDOSIH VCMGP,
HIGH SCEPOEAB BEDS EU ECT,

UPEL GDSMCB KMDTODS DMGP HIM MGPHI
HE HEAVI HIMOP IGPWB EU SECT.

— GDDM LAPPGN

2. ITS YOMDEKMU, ITS YOMDEKMU, KID
STEALTHY WORK OY WONDE!

YT WTA OCXPLKY KT IHCPE IDPLKY

KID GMDYYOEWY TR IO0OY IDPNDE.

ET DPL CPU IDPL IOY VTCOEW, GHK OE KIOY
STLMA TR YOE,

SsIbLb CbbB YTHMY SOMM LDVDOND IO0OC, YKOMM

KID ADPL VILOYK DEKDLY OE.

— KID TMA YTRK YITD



3. BRYSRYEIB, ART HRDB WNMDXYY?
ART TUNE WUTUNB BHECDLB SEUXULK?
ARCH HRY KXCIBUGY HDIDLKB MY
ARDOR DLBSDEY TUNE RYCFYLXT BULK?

— GNBDO VNYBHDULB

4. VG RFM INVXNG EAVE PNYBFN EAN STIR
ALFFTHVON YIM SANO EANM WNNE STEA VO
BPGEVHIN WBLOE EB EAN GUM, GB LK EB EAN
ABLGNEBK ATG HBLFGNFG EANM YINS STEA V
GINTZA YLII BY EBMG VOR GVTOE OTHABIVG
EBB.

— STORM KBNETHG

5. PL 0SZ ZRS GLOOM POSTER ASOOP GTHEOS,
RYTO LFV USYV LOU XVTSHU BVTP BVTHEOS,
UVTITHE RTP VSTHUSSV YWVLPP ZRS PBM.
ULH"Z PZYHU FHUSVHSYZR DRSH ZRSM XOM AM.

— ZLK OSRVSYV

6. YKYEFSGXF DEGLYUUYU OG RAGC ONWO TO

CGPZX SY XTLLTVPZO OG LTAX W AYYXZY TA W
NWFUOWVR, SPO KYEF LYC EYLZYVO ONWO ONTU
SYVWPUY NWFUOWVRU UYZXGI VGAOWTA AYYXZYU.

— WISEGUY STYEVY
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7. CROP GARDENS ELN KRQWO ZNRDY RDS WD

IDN DWQLE R QWRDE ZNRDYERAP QUNT RAA ELN

TRF BUIK ELN NRUEL XG EI ELN OAIXSY-TLWOL

YIXDSY AWPN R AWN, ZXE WE ORD ZN SIDN
TWEL QNDNEWO NDQWDNNUWDQ, RDS RAELIXQL R
BNT GNIGAN RUN RQRWDYE NREWDQ QNDN-
NDQWDNNUNS BIISY AWPN ELIYN ZNRDY WE'Y R
LWQL-GRFWDQ ORUNNU EI ELWDP RZIXE BIU
TLND FIX QUIT XG.

— BURDONY QUWKZAN

8. LBH NAAC MBUVDLVEI DBAWRC PHJEUH AS
YELBHYELVMVEID EIC ERR LBADH JBA YEFH
HYOLK OUAOBHMVHD. LBH CEINHU ERUHECK

HGVDLD LBEL YELBHYELVMVEID BETH YECH E
MATHIEIL JvLB LBH CHTVR LA CEUFHI LBH
povuvL EIC MAISVIH YEI VI LBH PAICD AS

BHRR. —-— DEVIL EWNWDLVIH

9. JEGTG UP KF DFTG UTTUJRJUKM AGOOFY
JERK JEG DRK YEF JTUGP JF PGJJOG RK
RTMWDGKJ RHFWJ ZFDDWKUPD, FT VWPJUZG, FT
OUHGTJN, HN SWFJUKM ATFD YGHPJGT.

— DFTJUDGT V. RLOGT
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106. FAT HEAD LAD STUP OLI CRIXCWI WTF BY?
DIMM, PF SINBEBOBAE, LCMN AN OLIU CXI
IRIE STUPIX OLCE OLCO.

— PAP SAPPY

11. FINANCEOSO TUF KFENKWF PLN OFF
ONCFSLEAR PNUDEAR EA KUTISEIF TAX SUM SN
VERBUF NBS EV ES PNBWX PNUD EA SLFNUM.

— ONIETW OIEFAIF NZOFUGFU

12. ATACTWZILHTU, OTUM NB T WINGATUM
PRAWTA. ALL WILD TOO BEND T ARUSOL AWLK-
OTMMLE.

— ZTUTMRTU BOTWWLEF

13. GNRRTGG EG Z STOP BEATING MBEYW, ZYA
EMG OTGTUFHZYRT KEMB UTOEM ATRTESTG UTY.

— SERMIO BNWI

14. UM NSH HFYVUES VOFYKOYH WOAH OFT
EHFEH, O BONOENGLISH PLKVA CH OF
OILENGLISH PUNS MKG.

— ALKY VOGELF
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