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Pacific Northwest Council for Languages 
2009 Annual Award Instructions 

 
PNCFL makes three annual awards: 
 
• Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World Languages in the Pacific Northwest 

 

• Ray Verzasconi Northwest Postsecondary Teacher of the Year 
 

• PNCFL K-12 Language Teacher of the Year 
 
Each state association may nominate one person per award according to the following 
guidelines:  
 

1) Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World Languages in the Pacific Northwest 
 

Nominees for this award may be either inside or outside the profession. Please explain 
how this individual has made an outstanding contribution to the teaching and learning of 
world languages in the Pacific Northwest over an extended period of time.  

 
2) The Ray Verzasconi Northwest Postsecondary Teacher of the Year 

 

Nominees for this award must have been a member of PNCFL for a minimum of five 
consecutive years. Nominees may not have won this award before nor may they be 
members of the PNCFL board at the time of nomination. You may contact the PNCFL 
office at 541-346-5699 to verify a nominee’s eligibility. Please explain how the 
individual has made a significant contribution at his/her institution. 

 
3) The PNCFL K-12 Language Teacher of the Year 

 

Nominees for this award must have been a member of PNCFL for a minimum of five 
consecutive years. Nominees may not have won this award before nor may they be 
members of the PNCFL board at the time of nomination. You may contact the PNCFL 
office at 541-346-5699 to verify a nominee’s eligibility. This nominee may be considered 
by PNCFL as a potential candidate for the ACTFL National Teacher of the Year. 
 

Please submit the completed packets by 5:00pm, February 16, 2009, to the address below. # $%!
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Address for US mail     Address for express mail (UPS, FedEx) 
Greg Hopper-Moore, Executive Director  Greg Hopper-Moore, Executive Director 
PNCFL Awards     PNCFL Awards 
5290 University of Oregon    975 High Street, Suite 100 
Eugene, OR  97403-5290    Eugene, OR  97401 
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Nomination Procedures 

 
In order for nomination packets to be considered, you must submit each nomination packet 
before 5:00pm Pacific time on Monday, February 16. Electronic versions of the form can be 
downloaded from the PNCFL Web site at http://pncfl.org. Click on ÒlinksÓ and scroll to the 
section labeled Òboard member resources.Ó 
 
Nomination packets for the Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World Languages and 
the Northwest Postsecondary Teacher of the Year should include the following:  

1) The completed nomination form, included in this packet, signed by the president of the 
state organization submitting the nomination 

2) Three letters of recommendation 
3) Other supporting materials for the nomination (e.g., a curriculum vita or resume, 

newspaper articles, additional letters of support) 
 
Nomination packets for the PNCFL K-12 Language Teacher of the Year should include the 
following: 

1) The completed nomination form, included in this packet, signed by the president of the 
state organization submitting the nomination 

2) Three letters of recommendation: one from a professional colleague, one from a 
supervisor, and one from a current or former parent or student 

3) Curriculum vita of no more than five pages 
4) First-person statement on the value of language learning of no more than five hundred 

words 
5) Commitment form, included in this packet, which will be submitted to ACTFL for the 

National K-12 Teacher of the Year award if the candidate is nominated for the national-
level award 

6) Examples of student work of up to five individual samples that reflect the goals of the 
National Standards for Foreign Language Learning 

7) Reflective commentary of no more than five pages total that describes:  
a. The connection between the student work and how the teacher addresses the 

national standards in the classroom 
b. The connection between the student work and how the teacher uses and promotes 

target language communication in the classroom 
c. How the student work demonstrates differentiation of instruction and/or 

assessment to meet the needs of all learners 
d. How the student work demonstrates the teacherÕs ability to integrate culture into 

instruction and/or assessment 
e. The type of feedback the teacher provided to the students on their work 

 
Please note that a committee of reviewers from outside the PNCFL membership area will read 
each nomination packet. #$ %&' !( ) *!+, -. /0+. 1 !-2. !3 45" !' ) , 67)6. !8. )92. /!: ;!-2. !< . ) /!
9) , =+=)-. >?!The external review committee will make the final choice for each award.  
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Helpful Considerations When Submitting a Nomination 
 
1. If your state organization already recognizes members for their contributions to the field, 

consider nominating those same people for a PNCFL award. Much of the paperwork 
(e.g., letters of recommendation) may already be complete and ready for submission to 
PNCFL. 

 
2. Please decide on your state’s nominees as soon as possible after receiving this packet. 

Then be sure to inform nominees of the requirements for the award so that they have 
sufficient time to complete them. (This is especially crucial for candidates to the K-12 
Teacher of the Year Award.) 

 
3. Nominate someone who has demonstrated significant contributions according to award 

specifications. If that person does not win the first time s/he is nominated, consider 
resubmitting the nomination the following year. 

 
4. Check the membership status of the person nominated. Two out of three awards require 

that the nominee be a member of PNCFL for at least five consecutive years. If you are 
unsure of a nominee’s eligibility, please contact the PNCFL office at 541-346-5699. 

 
5. Please ask those who submit letters of recommendation to be as specific as possible in 

their reasons for supporting the nominee. Examples are always helpful. 
 
6. Please use a minimum of size 12-point font throughout your nomination packet. Check 

all materials for typos, spelling, and grammatical errors.   
 
7. Invite other organizations, such as your state’s language specific organizations, to 

participate in the process. Doing so may identify additional candidates as well as provide  
 strong letters of support for the nominee your state submits.  
 
8. For the Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World Languages in the 

Pacific Northwest award, consider both those within and outside the profession. 
Successful nominees in the past have contributed at various levels: local, state, and 
national.  

  



2009 PNCFL K-12 Language Teacher of the Year Award 
Nomination Form 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ has selected the above individual as its 
          (Name of Association) 
nominee for the 2009 PNCFL Northwest K-12 Language Teacher of the Year award. 
 
 
President: ____________________________________________ 

 Signature 
 
Telephone: ____________________ Email: _________________ 

STATE:  

 

NOMINEE:  

 

LANGUAGE(S) 

CURRENTLY TEACHING: 

 

 

NOMINEE CONTACT 

INFORMATION: 

 

 

 

     SCHOOL & POSITION:                 

 

     BUSINESS ADDRESS:                                     HOME ADDRESS: 

 

     CITY, STATE, ZIP:                                     CITY, STATE, ZIP: 

 

     PHONE:                                     PHONE: 

 

     PREFERRED EMAIL:                                     

 



2009 Ray Verzasconi Northwest Postsecondary Language Teacher of 
the Year Award 

Nomination Form 
 
 

 
 
 
____________________________________ has selected the above individual as its  
             (Name of Association) 
nominee for the 2009 Ray Verzasconi Northwest Postsecondary Language Teacher of 
the Year award. 
 
 
 
President: ____________________________________________ 

 Signature 
 
Telephone: ____________________ Email: _________________ 
 

STATE:  

 

NOMINEE:  

 

LANGUAGE(S) 

CURRENTLY TEACHING: 

 

 

NOMINEE CONTACT 

INFORMATION: 

 

 

 

     SCHOOL & POSITION:                 

 

     BUSINESS ADDRESS:                                     HOME ADDRESS: 

 

     CITY, STATE, ZIP:                                     CITY, STATE, ZIP: 

 

     PHONE:                                     PHONE: 

 

     PREFERRED EMAIL:                                     

 



2009 PNCFL Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World 
Languages in the Pacific Northwest 

Nomination Form 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                         has selected the above individual as its nominee for 
          (Name of Association) 
the 2009 PNCFL Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World Languages in the 
Pacific Northwest. 
 
 
President: ____________________________________________ 

 Signature 
 
Telephone: ____________________ Email: _________________ 
 

STATE:  

 

NOMINEE:  

 

NOMINEE CONTACT 

INFORMATION: 

 

 

 

     BUSINESS & POSITION:                 

 

     BUSINESS ADDRESS:                                     HOME ADDRESS: 

 

     CITY, STATE, ZIP:                                     CITY, STATE, ZIP: 

 

     PHONE:                                     PHONE: 

 

     PREFERRED EMAIL:                                      
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Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World Languages  

in the Pacific Northwest Award 
Evaluation Rubric 

 

Professional Involvement (100%)  
Assessed using letters of recommendation and supporting materials 

      Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3  4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12 Evidence of professional growth  

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3  4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12 

Variety of professional leadership 
experiences 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3  4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12 Professional affiliations 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3  4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12 Degree of involvement in the field 

 
60 

    Minimal          Some             Extensive 
    1   2   3  4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12 

Degree of state, regional or national 

language learning advocacy 

 
 
 _____  Total Score  
  60 
 
 
 Comments: 
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Assessed using letters of recommendation and supporting materials 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Addressing national standards 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Meeting needs of all learners 

 
30 

      Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Integrating culture 

2' +5&))-+," :$E, 9+:9&>&,/ $@FGCD$$
Assessed using letters of recommendation and supporting materials$

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Evidence of professional growth  

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 

Variety of professional leadership 
experiences 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 ! "#$%&&'#( )*+)$$'*') ,'#( & 

 
40 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 - %. "%%+#$+'( / #*/ %0 %( ,+'( +,1%+$'%*2+

 
 _____  Total Score  
  70 
 
 
 Comments: 



PNCFL K-12 Language Teacher of the Year Award 
Evaluation Rubric 

 

Classroom Competency (50%)  
Assessed using letters of recommendation, first-person statement, examples of student work, 
reflective commentary 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Addressing national standards 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 

Sound instructional practices that 
meet needs of all learners 

      Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Integrating culture 

Minimal         Some             Extensive 
      1   2                  3                     4    5 

Connecting classroom to the 
community 

 
45 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
     1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Use of target language in classroom 

Communication (22%)  
Assessed using first-person statement, examples of student work, reflective commentary, and 
interview process  

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 

Quality and originality of first-person 
statement and reflective commentary 

 
 

 20 
      Minimal          Some             Extensive 

1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Quality of feedback on student work 

Professional Involvement (28%)  
Assessed using letters of recommendation, curriculum vita, first-person statement 

     Minimal          Some             Extensive 
1   2   3        4   5   6   7         8   9   10 Evidence of professional growth  

Minimal         Some             Extensive 
1   2                  3                     4    5 

Variety of professional leadership 
experiences 

Minimal         Some             Extensive 
1   2                  3                     4    5 Professional affiliations 

 
 25 

     Minimal         Some             Extensive 
1   2                  3                     4    5 Degree of involvement in the field 

 
 _____  Total Score  
   90 
 
 
 Comments: 


